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"I stuck my head out the window this morning 

and spring kissed me bang in the face. "
-  Langston Hughes
 

PLEASE PUT YOUR SPEAKERS ON IF YOU ARE READING THIS BY EMAIL
The birds want to herald Spring and they can do it so much better than I so I’ll just leave them to make the welcome announcement!

Blackbird   Blue Tit  Chaffinch  Chiff Chaff   Song Thrush  Swallow  Swift  Robin  Lapwing
NEW PROJECTS FOR 2010

· Sowing a wildflower garden;

· Planting shrubs early next year and further larger herbs around the tablet;

· Making a bog garden adjacent to the herb tablet;

· General maintenance in the garden during the early months of the year;

· Preparing an area for a nettle bed;

· Levelling and ‘landscaping’ a formal garden to the side of the house; 

· Erection of a hide in the lower woodland garden (dependent on funding);

· Increasing the number of bird boxes on our trees;

· Rewiring the house (dependent on funding);

MEMBERSHIP

?  new members.  Nigel, Steve & Don. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 2010

Events commence at 7.15 pm and cost £2/per person (includes tea/coffee and biscuits)

12 April – “The Secret Life of Hedgehogs” – Withington Hedgehog Trust 

(Great event for the family to come along and meet some prickly friends!)

 17 May – “Going Bats” – South Lancashire Bat Group

If you are unsure of the directions to 5 Oaken Clough Terrace, just telephone one of the committee (phone numbers are on the last page of the newsletter).  (Owing to restricted parking, when attending events, please park at the Oldham Road entrance to Oaken Clough. Please respect the privacy of our neighbours when walking across the front of the terrace).
DID YOU KNOW…?

One of the first laws against air pollution came in 1300 when King Edward I decreed the death penalty for burning of coal.  At least one execution for that offense is recorded.  But economics triumphed over health considerations, and air pollution became an appalling problem in England.  ~Glenn T. Seaborg, Atomic Energy Commission chairman, speech, Argonne National Laboratory, 1969
After a visit to the beach, it's hard to believe that we live in a material world.  ~Pam Shaw

As we watch the sun go down, evening after evening, through the smog across the poisoned waters of our native earth, we must ask ourselves seriously whether we really wish some future universal historian on another planet to say about us:  "With all their genius and with all their skill, they ran out of foresight and air and food and water and ideas," or, "They went on playing politics until their world collapsed around them."  U Thant, speech, 1970


WEBSITE - www.medlockandtame.org.uk 

Do try to visit our website and please sign-in to our guestbook and leave a comment. It would be so good to hear from you!  Lee Borrell, one of our committee, is the webmaster and, if you would like to contribute an article or suggest an idea for our website, then please contact Lee on 0161 3309959.

You can navigate around the site using the column at the side.  We have also provided links to various other interesting nature sites so be sure to click on “Links” and see where it takes you! 

Give a man a fish, and he can eat for a day.  But teach a man how to fish, and he'll be dead of mercury poisoning inside of three years.  ~Charles Haas

If all mankind were to disappear, the world would regenerate back to the rich state of equilibrium that existed ten thousand years ago.  If insects were to vanish, the environment would collapse into chaos.  ~Edward O. Wilson
YOUR CONTACT DETAILS

Don’t forget to tell us if you have changed your email address or moved house! We don’t want to lose touch!   If you would like to request an extra copy of the newsletter or a brochure by post to give to a family member or friend, then just email mtvca@yahoo.co.uk or telephone any of the committee and we can send you one.

We need YOU to pass on the word about MTVCA!

If you would like to have a coffee morning in the Spring or would like to organise some other fundraising event for MTVCA, just contact us by telephone or email and we will help with your event in any way we can.

UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT 

THE HAZEL DORMOUSE
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The hazel dormouse’s Latin name avellanarius means 'hazel'.

The Hazel Dormouse is the only small mammal in Britain to have a completely furry tail. They have golden-brown fur and large black eyes and are nocturnal creatures spending most of their waking hours high among the branches of trees looking for food. They will make long detours through the treetops rather than come down to the ground and expose themselves to danger.

From early October dormice hibernate in nests beneath the leaf litter on the forest 

floor. When they wake up in spring (late April or early May), they build woven nests of shredded honeysuckle bark, fresh leaves and grasses in the undergrowth. If the weather is cold and wet, and food scarce, they save energy by going into torpor; they curl up into a ball and go to sleep. Dormice, therefore, spend a large proportion of their lives sleeping; either hibernating in winter or in torpor in summer.

Identification signs
Examination of hazel nuts may show a neat round hole in the shell. This indicates that it has been opened by a small rodent, e.g. the dormouse, Wood mouse, or Bank vole. Other animals such as squirrel or jay will either split the shell completely in half or make a jagged hole in it. Further examination reveals that the inner rim of the hole has tooth marks which are at an angle to the hole for the dormouse.

Diet
· It feeds on a wide variety of arboreal foods:

· flowers for nectar and pollen

· fruits - berry and nuts

· insects - especially aphids and caterpillars

· buds of young leaves

· Hazel - the main food for fattening up before hibernation, although the tree is also an important provider of insects.

· Hornbeam and blackthorn fruit where hazel is scarce

A variety of different food sources available at different times of year is required to ensure the hazel dormouse survives.
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Habitat
Woodland and hedgerows that are species rich and connected to woodland. Ideally they are 3 to 4 metres high, and left at least 7 years before cutting - because many shrubs do not begin to fruit until that time period has passed.

They usually only travel less than 70 metres from their nest.

Trees and shrubs of value to dormice:

· Hazel - principal food source, supports insects. Forms an understory of poles, especially when coppiced, which makes it useful for its arboreal activity.

· Oak - insect and flower food. Acorns of little value.

· Honeysuckle - bark is nesting material. Flowers and fruit are food.

· Bramble - flowers and fruits provide food over a long period. Thorns give protection for nests. Dormice thrive on blackberries.

· Sycamore - insect and pollen, and a habitat. However they cast a dense shade which decreases the understory.

· Ash - seed keys whilst they are still on the tree.

· Viburnum lantana - fruits and flowers.





· Yew - fruits are a favoured food.

· Hornbeam - seeds.

· Broom - flowers (in early Summer).

· Sallow - unripe seeds, supports many insects.

· Birch - seeds.

· Sweet chestnut - chestnut an excellent food source, the flowers are eaten as well.

· Blackthorn - Fruits are eaten.

· Hawthorn - flowers are an important food in the spring. Fruit eaten occasionally.

Threats
· Predation from Eurasian badger, fox, stoat, weasel

· Trampling, e.g. deer, human

· Lack of food source e.g from too frequent hedge-trimming, or competition from other species e.g. squirrel

· Destruction of forest and hedge-row habitat, or their diverse range of species as a broad spectrum of food is required across the calendar year.
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VISITS TO 5 OAKEN CLOUGH TERRACE AND WILDLIFE GARDEN

As the house and grounds of 5 Oaken Clough Terrace are private property belonging to the MTVCA, we would ask that any members, friends and supporters wishing to visit to please make a prior arrangement with a member of the committee on one of the following contact numbers: Bryan 0161 6202496; Carolyn 07831 349978 and Susan 07989 147095.  We are sure you will understand that, as a wildlife garden, the least disturbance there is the better for the creatures whose habitat it is.  By telephoning and making a prior arrangement to visit, it means we can co-ordinate visits of several people together at one time.
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TREES – PART 1
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Familiarity is one of the most lamentable attribute of human beings. There are so many wonderful living things around us to which the human eye has become accustomed and in doing so, we have lost the wonder and greatness of them.  Trees are one of those things we tend to take for granted. We can admire their beauty on an autumn day glad in rich colours of red, orange and yellow and in summer, appreciate the shade they give but trees do much much more than that for our environment.  So, what is a tree?  You know 

a tree when you see one but putting it in words is not always so easy. A tree is a woody plant with a single erect perennial trunk at least 3 inches in diameter at breast height (DBH). Most trees have definitely formed crowns of foliage and attains heights in excess of 13 feet. In contrast, a shrub is a small, low growing woody plant with multiple stems. A vine is a woody plant that depends on an erect substrate to grow on.
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Trees are among the earth's most useful and beautiful products of nature. Trees have been crucial to mankind's survival. The oxygen we breathe is released by trees and other plants; trees prevent erosion; trees provide food, shelter, and material for animals and man. Trees are extremely successful organisms. With more than 80,000 species growing worldwide, they come in all shapes and sizes from tiny Arctic Willows a few centimetres high through to giant Redwoods over 100 metres tall. Trees are the tallest free-standing organisms in the world. They live longer and become more massive than any other living organism on earth.
NATIVE BRITISH TREES 
Hardwood:

1. ENGLISH OAK ** Quercus robur, 

2. ASH ** Fraxinus excelsior,

3. WYCH ELM ** Ulmus glabra,

4. ENGLISH ELM ** Ulmus procera

5. SMOOTH LEAVED ELM ** Ulmus minor

6. COMMON ALDER ** Alnus glutinosa,

7. SILVER BIRCH ** Betula pendula,

8. DOWNY BIRCH ** Betula pubescens

9. HAWTHORN Cratageaus monogyna,

10. MIDLAND HAWTHORN Cratagaeus laevigata,

11. HOLLY ** Ilex aquifolium,

12. BIRD CHERRY ** Prunus padus,

13. BLACKTHORN Prunus spinosa,

14. FIELD MAPLE Acer campestre (arvensis),

15. ROWAN/MOUNTAIN ASH Sorbus aucuparia,

16. WHITEBEAM Sorbus aria,

17. ASPEN Populus tremula,

18. ELDERBERRY Sambucus nigra,

19. CRAB APPLE Malus sylvestris,

20. BEECH ** Fagus sylvatica,

21. PEAR Pyrus communis,

22. HAZEL Corylus avellana,

23. LARGE LEAVED LIME ** Tilia platyphyllos

24. SMALL LEAVED LIME ** Tilia cordata

25. STRAWBERRY TREE Arbutus unedo (Native only to south western Ireland)

26. WILD SERVICE TREE..............Sorbus torminalis
TheWillows
27. WHITE WILLOW Salix alba, It is a cross between white and crack willow which gives us the Cricket Bat Willow !. Yes it's actually called that..... 

28. CRACK WILLOW Salix fragilis,

29. OSIER Salix viminalis, This is the best one to use to make baskets.

30. CREEPING WILLOW Salix repens,

31. GOAT WILLOW, PUSSY WILLOW, GREY SALLOW - Salix caprea. This tree has lots of names depending on where you come from, most are derived from the "cats tails" seed pods in mid May.

32. SALIX PENTANDRA, I can't find a common name for this pretty little willow tree

33. SALIX PURPUREA possible name Purple osier,

34. SALIX TIANDRA, unfortunately this one doesn't have a common name either. 

35. ALDER BUCKTHORN BLACK DOGWOOD Frangula alnus,

SOFTWOOD

36. SCOTS PINE ** Pinus sylvestris,

37. JUNIPER , GIN BUSH Juniperus communis, so called because the berries are used to flavour the alcoholic drink, Gin 

38. YEW ** Taxus baccata, Yew trees are very poisonous and should always be treated with respect .Never touch any part of the tree without washing your hands afterwards.


Trees marked with "** "are, or have all been, important timber trees either as construction timbers or veneers.Some like Yew were also used for weaponry. Every tree on this list has been used for something (not just fire wood).

TREES – Part 2 next newsletter: “

In the garden of our HQ we at least one, and in some cases more than one of the above list!

SOME USEFUL NUMBERS FOR YOU
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	0161 620 2496 (Bryan Stringer)
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	0161 330 9959 (Susan Stewart)
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	07711 388468 (Jean Lythgoe)
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	07831 349978 (Carolyn Blain)
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