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“Everything is blooming most recklessly; if it were voices instead of colours, there would be an unbelievable shrieking into the heart of the night”.

Rainer Maria Rilke
Welcome to our second newsletter of 2009. Spring has been well and truly heralded in the woodland garden of 5 Oaken Clough Terrace! The pond is full of frogs and at my last count there were 23 heads showing just above the water line, all congregating around a huge amount of spawn.  There will be so much to do in our gardens at this time of year to encourage and sustain wildlife.




MEMBERSHIP

Why not tell a friend, neighbour or family member about MTVCA?  An application form is on the website and can be printed and completed, or, just email or telephone one of the committee and ask them to ‘sign you up’.  Now more than ever, wildlife needs to be protected. With the disappearance of hedgerows and green areas for property development work, we need to secure habitats for local wildlife to protect and provide for future generations, theirs and ours!


WEBSITE

We have a new website!  Be sure to have a look and keep up to date with all that is going on! www.medlockandtame.org.uk.  There are photographs, articles, news items and up to date information about the MTVCA. Please feel free to submit articles of interest at any time.  
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 2009

All of the events will be held at 5 Oaken Clough Terrace. If you feel you can’t work outside in the garden, there are many ‘lighter’ jobs to be done inside the house. If you are unsure of how to get to 5 Oaken Clough Terrace, just ring one of the committee (telephone numbers are on the back page of this newsletter) and we will give you directions.

19 April – Workday at 10 am.  Do try to come along. Coffee and tea are provided during the course of the day but please bring a packed lunch.
21 April – Table Quiz commencing at 7.15 pm. Admission by ticket £3 – Fun – Prizes – Supper!  If you would like to come, just email or telephone me on: 07989147095.

19 May –  “Dragonflies” by Nick Martin of  BTVCA (British Trust for Conservation Volunteers) at 7.15.  £2 entrance fee. 
9 June – “An Evening with the Owls” by Pennine Barn Owl Group (PEBOG) at  7.30 pm.  £2 entrance fee.

4 July   - “Meet the Honey Bees at Oaken Clough” at 1.30 pm. £2 entrance fee.
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SPRING POEM


Through all the frozen winter 
My nose has grown most lonely 
For lovely, lovely, coloured smells 
That come in springtime only.

The purple smell of lilacs,
The yellow smell that blows 
Across the air of meadows 
Where bright forsythia grows.

The tall pink smell of peach trees,
The low white smell of clover,
And everywhere the great green smell 




Of grass the whole world over.
by Kathryn Worth
SPECIAL PROJECTS AT No. 5
Please see a list of our ongoing projects on the website with lots of photographs.

The herb tablet is in it’s second stage and the next step will be to put in the hard core to keep it’s foundations in place. After that, we will be planting up. So watch out for the finished article and a list of the botanical herbs it contains in our next newsletter!  

The bird boxes and hedgehog hotel are now all in place and we had a lovely day working together to achieve this. 
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THE HEDGEHOG HOTEL
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Look at how well disguised it is!  I hope the hedgehogs can find it!

NEW PROJECTS

· Repairing the Greenhouses to have them operational once more;

· Dredging the small ponds we have found around the woodland area;

· Levelling and designing the side garden;

· Repairing and re-painting the garden benches;

· Organising a borrowing library. (Our HQ is home to many superb books about nature, the countryside and wildlife.  Once these have all been sorted many of our members will be able to borrow from this rich store of knowledge).

· Building a pergola as a frame for honeysuckle and clematis to attract all things wild!

· Placement of a hide for the observation of our resident wildlife all year round.

If YOU have any ideas of projects which we could consider for the garden, please let us know OR if you have any pieces of equipment/garden furniture for which you may have no further use, we would be grateful recipients!

DID YOU KNOW…?

5 Oaken Clough Terrace is within a Site of Biological Importance (SBI) i.e. Daisy Nook (East). The Greater Manchester Ecology Unit currently classifies Sites of Biological Importance, which are described generally as Local Wildlife Sites by the UK Government.  A Site of Biological Importance is the name given to the most important non-statutory sites for nature conservation in Manchester and provides a means of protecting sites that are of local interest and importance.  SBIs have no legal protection, but do receive some protection through various policies and they must be taken into consideration by the Planning Authority when planning applications affect the site. Sites are selected using a number of attributes that include; habitat type, diversity and rarity of the species present, and the site’s naturalness. Our certificate is on display inside the house.
WILDLIFE AROUND THE YEAR

APRIL

With Spring now having arrived, April is a great month to get out and about to see the changes occurring in nature. Blue tits or great tits can easily be spotted with a good pair of binoculars feeding their young with insects in their nests. With young to feed, we should make sure that our birdfeeders and tables are still well topped up for tired parents to partake off and pass on. All this flying back and forth is thirsty work so a clean daily water supply will be appreciated!

April is a good month to consider making a pond. Even a tiny one can attract a variety of wildlife. Toads and frogs are very good for gardens because they eat slugs! 

Watch out for the bee fly – a furry insect that resembles a bee, but which has a long straight proboscis held out in front of its body. With its rapidly moving wings it can be seen hovering around nectar-bearing flowers, but also flicking its body ground-wards while in flight. This last action indicates that the fly is depositing eggs near the burrows of solitary bees. 

Remember to drive carefully and watch for toads as they cross roads to get to their traditional spawning ponds, especially after dark in urban areas. 

MAY

May is the greenest month of the year with everything growing very fast. Plants in flower attract wildlife, and bumblebees will eagerly gather the pollen of the geraniums and comfreys. Bees and butterflies also will be attracted by chives.  Several plants, especially forget-me-nots and geraniums, may encourage greenfinches and occasionally bullfinches to the garden. Bullfinches also favour apple blossom, while goldfinches may go for dandelion seeds.

If you are out in the evening and hear strange snuffling and grunting noises, it is likely to be hedgehogs courting. This noisy courtship can go on for hours as the pair circle around each other before mating occurs. 

Do try to ensure that your garden pond is a safe place for hedgehogs who may approach for a drink but who may then need an escape route if they fall in! A sloping rock or tile or even a log placed diagonally can fulfil this function. Marginal aquatic plants can also be used by hedgehogs to climb out.  

Most if not all of us have slugs in our gardens. All good conservationists should try not to use slug pellets but encourage hedgehogs, thrushes, slow-worms, shrews and ground beetles into our gardens as all of these creatures eat slugs. 

Dragonfly species such as red damselfly and broad-bodied chaser are now on the wing. (If you don’t know what these look like, why not come along to our talk on 19th May!)

Wildlife-friendly bedding plants such as French marigolds, white or blue petunias, lobelia, poached egg plants, single antirrhinums and heliotrope, will attract insects and can be planted in tubs and borders.  You could also try herbs such as mint or thyme, or plants with edible flowers such as nasturtiums, from the garden centre.  The month of May also sees Britain’s woods as a host for the finest bluebells in the world,  a delight to the eye and the nose.

Overhead in towns and cities all around the country the sound of swifts screaming will be heard as they return to their nest sites, many of these in buildings.  These birds are only with us for about three months. They appear completely dark in flight (unlike swallows) with no white patches being seen and look larger because of their wider wingspan. 
Herons should be easier to spot at this time of year as they become more courageous and bold now that they have young to provide for.  

JUNE 

There is activity everywhere and this is a great time to enjoy everything in the garden, the park or on your local walk. Wildflowers such as poppies, cornflowers and wild roses are humming with insects feeding. The first meadow butterflies to appear are meadow brown, ringlet and the small and large skippers. 
Roses may suffer from aphids (greenfly and black fly) this month, another good reason to encourage blue tits and great tits to your garden. It has been estimated that a brood of young blue tits may devour up to one million aphids while their parents are feeding them, so this is a very effective way of controlling these insects without chemicals. Try hanging a small feeder of sunflower seeds or a fat ball amongst the roses to encourage the birds to the right place.

Keep containers of herbs, wildlife-friendly bedding or pots with climbers well watered with saved rainwater if the weather is dry.

Look out for hoverflies which are harmless small stripy insects sometimes confused with wasps. They are actually much smaller than wasps but dart about more quickly as they go from plant to plant collecting pollen. They also eat aphids!

“In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt”.

Margaret Atwood
UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT – The Garden Snail
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Helix aspersa

Snails belong to the class Gastropoda, and are related to the clams and oysters, which belong to the class Pelecypoda. They prefer an undisturbed habitat with adequate moisture and a good food supply. The garden snail has pale grey, moist skin and a large, brown or yellowish shell with paler flecking and darker, spiralling bands. They are widespread and common throughout the UK and often considered garden pests.  The snail body is protected by a hard shell, usually marked with spirals. Most land snails are nocturnal, but following rain may come out of their hiding places during the day. They move with a gliding motion by means of a long flat muscular organ called a foot. Mucus, constantly secreted by glands in the foot, facilitates movement and leaves a silver-like slimy trail. The reproductive organs of both sexes occur in the same individuals and each is capable of self- fertilization, although cross-fertilization is normal. Mating takes within 4 – 12 hours.
If conditions are too dry, the snail retreats inside its shell, which it is able to seal. It can remain like this for several months if necessary. Garden snails generally hibernate during winter.

What does it eat?

Leaves, algae, lichens, fungi and rotting plant debris.

When will I see it?

Usually at night in spring, summer and autumn, but most active in warm, damp weather.

Where will I see it?

Throughout the garden at night. Also in parks and woods.

How to control the snail population in your garden:

1. Snails and slugs cannot tolerate copper as it gives them a slight electrical shock on contact. This only creates a barrier and just keeps them away from an area. 
It can be a very helpful measure though for raised beds, trees, containers, flowerpots, and other areas in your yard or garden.

2. Hand-picking of snails does work, because if you gather up all the adults before they reproduce, things will get dramatically better. 

3. Scratchy things such as crushed eggshells, cinders and wood ashes, work well as a barrier. Again, this method will not kill the snails and slugs, but it will slow them down.  Another scratchy material they don't like to cross is sandpaper. You can make sandpaper collars to put around your plants by cutting a circle of sandpaper, cutting a slit in it and placing it around the bottom of your plants.

4. Chickens, ducks, turtles, tortoises, rats, some birds, and snakes, will prey on snails and slugs. Most people that have chickens and ducks hardly ever see a slug or a snail. 


5.  Organic Baits – Iron phosphate is safe to use around pets, humans, fish, birds, beneficial insects, and mammals. For several other organisms, including earthworms and certain ground beetles, no harmful effects are known. You can also safely use iron phosphate around food crops, ornamentals, lawns, gardens, greenhouses, and berry gardens up to the day of harvest. Iron phosphate is an organic compound that is found naturally in the soil, and if the bait is not consumed by a slug or snail, the material breaks down into fertilizer for your soil. Iron phosphate is not volatile, and does not readily dissolve in water, which minimizes its dispersal beyond where it is applied.
6.  Coffee Grounds  - some people say it works! (On the other hand, it could keep them awake all night!)

YOUR CONTACT DETAILS

Don’t forget to tell us if you have changed your email address or moved house! We don’t want to lose touch!

If you would like to request an extra copy of the newsletter by post to give to a family member or friend, then just email or telephone any of the committee.
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	0161 620 2496 (Bryan Stringer) 
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	0161 330 9959 (Susan Stewart) 
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	07711 388468 (Jean Lythgoe) 
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	07831 349978 (Carolyn Blain) 

	


	mtvca@yahoo.co.uk 


HOW YOU CAN HELP

1. Become a member!

2. Tell others about MTVCA

3. Donate a gift either a financial donation or something for the garden e.g. bird/bat boxes,

 bird bath, bird feeders or garden equipment 

4. Write an article for the website

5. Hold a sponsored event for us e.g. walk, read-in, silence etc.

6.  Host a coffee morning in your home!
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